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OUR KIDS IN SIEM REAP   

 

WELCOME BACK - AND HAVE SOME CAKE  

In Cambodia you won’t find cakes as we 
know them – chocolate cake, jam filled 
sponges or pastry tarts. Cambodian 
confections and sweets are made from 
ingredients such as mung beans, potato, 
tapioca, sticky rice, pumpkin and basil seeds 
– altogether healthier and more genuine, 
based as they are on items readily obtainable 
in a largely rural society. Many are covered 
with palm sugar, condensed milk or coconut 
cream. 

Num Chak Kachan is a cake made from rice 
flour and tapioca, layered with colours and 
filled with coconut cream. 

Num Ansom Chek is a rolled banana cake 
made with bananas and sticky rice packaged 
inside a folded banana leaf. 

Sang Khja Lapov is a pumpkin custard poured 
into the pumpkin shell, steamed and served 
cold in wedges. 

However our kids at Kampuchea House have 
happily adapted to western style cakes, 
which appear on birthdays and other special 
occasions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cake-making is now very popular and in the 
bigger cities, such as Siem Reap, many 
western -style bakeries have popped up and 
baking has reached an art form known for its 
riotous colours and creative, if kitschy, 
designs. 

Pictured are the cakes with which our kids 
welcomed back the second contingent from 
Westbourne Grammar School for a visit this 
July. 

It was a celebration of the strong link formed 
between the school and our kids after many 
visits over the years, and the strong support 
Westbourne Grammar School has shown for 
our kids and belief in our cause.   

(read article below) 
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A WORD FROM GERALDINE COX AM 

FOUNDER of SUNRISE CAMBODIA 

For some time now we have been concerned 
about the effect the continual bad press 
regarding Cambodian-based charities may 
be having on our supporters. Those of you 
who have visited Kampuchea House have 
witnessed for yourselves our activities and 
been able to form your opinions based on 
first hand experience. 

In a recent letter well-known figure, 
Geraldine Cox AM, founder of Sunrise 
Cambodia back in the early nineties, 
addressed her supporters in a way that 
speaks to all of us in the current political 
climate of Cambodia. Sunrise is a community 
development organization with a focus on 
Cambodia’s most vulnerable children and 
their communities. It is a much larger 
structure than KH and looks after more 
children than we do, but Geraldine’s 
comments echo our precise sentiments and 
we would like to copy them here. 

In May 2018 Geraldine said: 

“It seems that Cambodian based charities-
particularly orphanages-have been copping a 
lot of criticism lately. Much of it is absolutely 
warranted. I’d like to take this opportunity to 
set a few things straight. 

Last year the Australian Government 
established a Senate Inquiry into ‘modern 
slavery’. The legislation is being developed 
primarily to stamp out slavery in the sex 
industry, construction industry and domestic 
services industry. 

As part of this inquiry, the government is 
exploring whether children in orphanages 
could be slaves, too. 

It is no surprise that in countries like 
Cambodia, there are many orphanages 
operating in a way that is detrimental to the 
welfare of children. Some unscrupulous 
people have set up “orphanages” where 
children are used to generate income. These 
centres often steal or buy children from their 
poor parents, or they convince their parents 
that their child will be well educated and are 
better off with them. They treat the children 
terribly and often force them into free 
labour. They trot the children out when 
tourists arrive, and the children are expected 
to elicit donations from unsuspecting tourists 
through pity. These children are often kept in 
dirty clothing, rarely washed and usually 
denied an education. Some are sexually 
abused by the owners of the facility or 
offered ‘for hire’ to tourists. The operators 
use the tourist donations to line their own 

pockets. It is absolutely disgraceful, and I am 
glad that these charlatans are finally being 
investigated and exposed. If the Modern 
Slavery Enquiry helps to shine a light on 
these unethical operators I’m all for it. In fact, 
I would go as far as to say to close down any 
facility that is not registered with the ACNC. 
The Australian Government will soon be 
releasing a register of compliant institutions 
that meet their eligibility criteria and we fully 
expect Sunshine to be included.”  

(as do we regarding Kampuchea House) 

Geraldine continues” 

“UNICEF has also been warning of the 
dangers of ‘orphanage tourism’ for some 
time. There is a UNICEF push to reduce the 
number of children in residential care by 35% 
by the end of 2018.” 

As with Sunrise, Kampuchea House has 
reduced the number of children in our care 
and those who remain are vulnerable and 
unable to be re-integrated into the villages 
they came from. As with Sunrise, “some do 
have a living family member, but that person 
has been judged unsuitable to care for a 
child, often due to domestic violence, 
gambling, drug or alcohol addictions”, or 
may simply be too old or poor, meaning the 
child would be forced to leave school and 
work.  

As with Sunrise, the only way we take 
children into our care is if the Cambodian 
Ministry asks us to take them in.  

Geraldine now goes on to make an important 
point about their support base: 

“You might be wondering why we still need 
your donations when the number of children 
living at Sunrise has dropped. Well let me tell 
you we need your support now more than 
ever.” 

In the case of KH the same is true. From the 
beginning our aim has always been to 
support our kids through their education 
until they can become independent, and 
being able to succeed in education is an 
expensive undertaking in Cambodia. The 
private lessons from which our kids benefit 
are an integral and important part of their 
education, without which it would be just 
about impossible for them to succeed in 
passing exams and moving into higher 
grades or more advanced education. 
Universities and tertiary institutions are all 
fee-paying and our kids would have no 
access to them without our support.  

This support is vital because, as Geraldine 
says, we too truly believe that: 

“education is the best way to eradicate 
poverty.” 

And summing up Geraldine continues; 

“As you can see there is always so much to be 
done. I would like to thank you all for your 
ongoing support. Without it, none of this 
would be possible. I wish I could personally 
show you the impact your money has made 
to the people of Cambodia. I’m sure that if 
you could witness the difference your 
contribution is making, you would commit to 
many more years of support. For those that 
have seen the difference our work makes, I’m 
sure you will agree. I promise you it’s money 
very well spent.  

I need to ask you one more favour. Next time 
you hear people talking about how terrible 
‘all’ charities in Cambodia are, or how 
damaging they are to children, please set 
them straight. It’s true that many Cambodian 
orphanages are terrible places and should 
never be supported, but there are some good 
facilities. We should not take a ‘one size fits 
all’ approach in Cambodia. Tell them about 
the good work “ [we] “are doing. Tell them 
that our residential care facility is only used 
to house vulnerable children. Tell them that 
the people of Cambodia still need our 
support.” 

We at Kampuchea House feel that 
Geraldine’s sentiments align completely with 
our own and her comments are equally 
applicable to our situation. Our organization 
is the in the same predicament as hers, and 
our need for ongoing support just as urgent. 

We would like to thank you for your very 
generous response to our Annual Appeal and 
look forward to your ongoing support. 

 

 

For a chance to come together with the KH 
community, join us at our next ANNUAL 
DINNER and TRIVIA NIGHT. This year it will 
be held at “TACCO E TOSCA” restaurant, 
Middle Park, at 7.00pm on Wednesday 5th 
December.  

Watch out for future emails regarding this 
event. 
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VISIT TO A CERAMICS FACTORY 

Our kids recently visited a ceramics factory 
and had a chance to experience this age-long 
practice, many showing surprising skill.  

As reported on our Facebook page: 

We recently had a visit from our long-term 
and very generous supporters “Chris girl” and 
“Chris boy” as our kids have named them! 
Their son Daniel and his partner Sandy came 
along as well. They provided the funds to 
take the kids to the Khmer Ceramics Centre 
where they were given a tour and a talk 
about the history of Khmer pottery and the 
opportunity to sit at a wheel and make 
something for themselves.  

It was great fun and the kids really loved it – 
although a couple seemed more intent on 
how fast they could get the wheel to go! The 
items were left for firing and pick-up later in 
the week along with their certificates and the 
kids were really keen to see what they had 
produced. Then it was off to Swensens for an 
ice-cream overload with a few of the kids 
ordering seconds! 

A big thanks to the Lanes for the day out – 
the kids had a ball and a great experience 
with the pottery.  
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Westbourne 
Grammar visit- 
part two  
 

At the beginning of July another group of 
year 10 and 11 students, alumni and staff 
from Westbourne Grammar School visited 
Kampuchea House.  

It was another hugely successful day where a 
total of 60 students, KH kids and staff sat 
down to lunch together and joined in 
animated conversation.  

The ice had been broken with the individual 
gift boxes prepared by WGS students and 
greatly appreciated by our kids.  

Traditional Khmer games followed the lunch 
and everyone had fun, ending with 
impromptu singing and dancing by the 
students with our kids happily joining in.  

The next Friday WGS returned for a farewell 
visit. Our children presented them with 
letters of thanks for the gift boxes received. 
The there were more games and donuts for 
afternoon tea before the students left in a 
convoy of tuk tuks. 

As our Vice-President Belinda, who was 
present on the day, said: 

“We are so very appreciative of the support 
shown by Westbourne Grammar School 
during these visits which are extremely 
enjoyable and relaxed. We truly believe these 
visits are of enormous benefit both to our 
children and also to the students in 
understanding how other cultures function 
but also how much we all have in common 
with each other.” 

THANK YOU AGAIN WESTBOURNE 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL! 
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