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SUASDEY and greetings to all our supporters.  
Here is an update on our latest news from Kampuchea House. 

January 2019 and the New Year saw us close the office/accommodation in Borey 
Brem Brey with the termination of the lease and merge into one facility, which 
houses both the office on the first floor and a residence for our kids. The move to the 
“new house” has proved to be a great success.  

Three of our girls who are studying tertiary courses are now sharing an apartment 
nearby, while still under the guardianship of KH and with our ongoing support.  This 
is an important transition for the girls on their path to independent living, in line with 
the recommendations of the Department of Social Affairs. 

The remaining students at the 
residential facility are a girl and 
a boy in Year 12, a boy in Year 
11, two girls in Year 9, two girls 
and a boy in Year 8, a boy in 
Year 5 and a boy in Year 3. 

Those of our students who are 
undertaking tertiary courses are 
two boys studying 2nd and 4th 
year medicine in Phnomh Penh, 
two girls attending university 
courses in teacher training and 
tourism in Siem Reap, and two 
girls who are commencing a 12 
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month Vocational Hospitality Training Course with 
Feeding Dreams in Siem Reap.  

The only downside of the merger of the 
office/accommodation and the “new house” was 
that, due to the downsize, we had to let go of two 
of our valued staff members, MaiSor (house 
mother) and Tuoch (assistant manager).  

However we are happy to report that both found 
new employment immediately and are happy in 
their new jobs.  

They were presented with beautiful watches during 
their farewell party and the committee and children 
all wish them somnang la’or (good luck) for their 
lives ahead and thank them for their wonderful 
contribution to KH. 

 

 

The final months of 2018 were highlighted by some very special events: 

Bon Om Touk (the Water Festival) took place in Siem Reap 
in November.  
The Water Festival is one of the most important festivals in the Cambodian calendar. 
For three days locals flock to Siem Reap to watch the colourful boat races that take 
place on the Tonle Sap river.  

November is an important month. It marks the end of the monsoon season, with 
heavy rains abating and giving way to the dry season, also bringing cooler 
temperatures. Every year the event is celebrated on the full moon in the month of 
Kadeuk (the eleventh month of the solar calendar). The harvest moon is believed to 
deliver a bountiful rice crop.  

The event marks the reversal of the Tonle Sap’s current – it is the only river in the 
world to boast this unique trait. During the rainy season the Tonle Sap river is 
overfilled with water and eventually empties upstream into the Tonle Sap lake. As 
the flow reverses and the lake water flows freely, it provides the region with plenty of 
fish and fertile farming land. The retreating waters allow for fishing to begin again 
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and the festival is a time for optimism that a prosperous season lies ahead, while the 
auspicious full moon conveys its good fortune. 

The festival has been celebrated for centuries, with evidence found in etchings at 
Bayon and Banteay Chhmar temple walls. In Angkorian times the kings sent naval 
forces to battle to protect the empire. The races represent the force of the Navy and 
the victories it achieved. These days the 
regattas, which displayed the nation’s 
sea-faring prowess, have been replaced 
with dragon boat races which are held 
over two days on the river. The festivities 
culminate with a ceremony where candles 
in little boats made of lotus flowers are set 
afloat down the river.  

One of our former residents, Sak, was 
privileged to be participating as member 
of a boat team which included Little Red 
Fox Espresso (where Sak works). They 
finished 11th out of 33 competitors, which 
was a fantastic effort. The festivities 
continued well into the night with street 
food stalls along the river, music, 
fireworks and a wonderful carnival 
atmosphere throughout Siem Reap. 

 
  

Sak looking ‘oarsome’ 
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Excursion to Phnom Kulen. 
In December our kids were treated to e very special outing – hosted by Westbourne 
Grammar School - and were also accompanied by Westbourne’s Associate Principal 
and his daughters, who were visiting at the time. 

 

Phnom Kulen is about a two 
hour drive from Siem Reap, with 
a 12 km ascent through 
beautiful jungle. It is considered 
to be Cambodia’s most sacred 
mountain, and its chief attraction 
is a giant reclining Buddha 
carved out of stone. Because of 
this it is an important pilgrimage 
site for the Khmer people.  

 

 

 

There are also waterfalls, 
rock pools for swimming and 
a picnic area in the greenery 
next to the riverbed, so it was 
a wonderful experience for 
our kids, both culturally as 
well as being a great day 
outdoors.  

Many thanks to Westbourne 
for their generosity and 
support of KH. 
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Apopo Visitor Centre 
Our kids were very lucky to be able to visit this centre which trains rats to detect land 
mines. It was extremely informative and something outside the kids’ normal school 
curriculum.  

The tour takes around one hour and demonstrates how mine detection rats (MDR) 
are taught to scratch the earth above a land mine until they hear a “click” and receive 
a treat. Unlike metal detectors, the rats ignore scrap metal and only sniff out 
explosive scent, making them fast and efficient land mine detectors. 

There was also a video showing the impact the unexploded mines have on people 
and how, once the land is cleared, the farmers have more land to plant crops.  We 
thoroughly recommend any visitors to Siem Reap take the time to visit this very 
worthwhile NGO and support their work in Cambodia. 

Many thanks to the Lane family for covering the costs of this visit. 

That’s it for now. 

CHOUM REAB LEA until next time. 

For more activities and everyday life in Siem Reap check out our Kampuchea House 
Facebook page.  


